oe 
a wr grontss Neh wh wep o tn-ne 


rater ertacnse maaan 


sve Wf wat & 
3 ee 

" Het Se ee Ny erg ee 

hte oy 


+ a 
Sopeaearal Lette’ . oA an " . 
8 88 Cah Wyte diva NAP : : res 


15 yt 


omcmeiaene 


huey cle de Seis) 


ape tel 
altar a irhage 


Tot yn ath eS hp my 
He Sale 


Pend. al he atalte 


PUBLIC LIBRARY 
FORT WAYNE & ALLEN CO., IND. 


ris 


NW “WT ii 


3 02561 5953 


fGc 977.202 F//stra 
McCoy, Angus Cameron . : 
'The Streets of Fort Wayne 


ma 

nl ; “iL 

ae 

iy J 


A 
oi 7m} Lie 


Mi) mn 
WA ire 
ie Me ie 


As wh 


nh Mew 


' 


ab 


j Rt 


ae = 
. 
i. — 
“ aE 


ai 


i" 


his to : 
et aoe 
Aah i 


oi 
ale By I pf 
po ‘ 
f ¢ 
iy 5 
iy. 
ua 
{ 


f 
i 
a (Ct 3 
i eV , 
OMe Ms -_ ee - ase 1 ee ¢ } ~ 
x x od ‘ ; 7 
ty A a : J _ f i heme ues 5 
Pie wee hid coe . y Ie a Lory be 
we os / dye, Oe Ve ae.’ ene *: 
i _ iw i. . r ee f ee 
4 Gat = Ihe if oie oo ae a } 
cs la ae a OTe, wt Feed. 5 vai ie prs TR Te eo 
e ‘ i . Traits ¥ ‘ ; te J 
oO) Seen: re bigriae pale ; { aa ; 
a ¥ a oe yA" . . roe 
oe ee | wat . % ~ 
pal ei Lf + 
ay , 
i th 
i 4 t U 
j i 
i 
\. 
f 
- i ‘ 7: 
s ont 
a 
{ 
— q _ \ , 
ay 
' - Z 
wa) } 
' ~ p 
i ' J 1 , 
Pl Ae 
X 
4 os i ‘ 
’ t ¥ Pe 
1 
i ni 
! ‘ le a 
oe ie hi Dad - OR r , : ibe y ae: et ‘ ye J 
Pile 1 Bl i 1 


ee 
way) ry ing " 

‘ a 
pb t ah ne 
RE id 
ta, cee ee ” 
( ‘Aemntos Y 


THE STREETS OF FORT WAYNE 


By 


Angus Cameron McCoy 


i 


"a 


» 
: 
a 


| - 
eee 
aad , 


eer < 9 1949 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 


Reference books used in the preparation of this 
paper were: Wallace A. Brice's "History of Fort Wayne", 
Bert Griswold's "History of Fort Wayne", the "History 


of the Upper Maumee Valley", published in 1889, and The 
AMERICANA. 6595141 


I am particularly grateful to Mr. Albert Diserens 
of the Reference Room of the Public Library, for his 
many helpful suggestions; to Mrs. Paul Borgmann (Lillian 
Pohlmeyer Borgmann), Abstractor for Dreibelbiss Abstract 
of Title Company, for valued information and verification 
as to a number of street names; and to Miss Louise 
Roemer, former newspaper librarian and one of my office 
assistants, for research, contact with local citizens 
and compilation of a vast amount of data received. 


Also the late Mr. Robert Hanna, Mr. Al. Krueper of 
the United States Post Office, Mr. Wm. H. Scheiman, 
former Quest Club President, Mrs. Frank Roberts (Bessie 
Roberts) Historian, The City Engineer's Office for the 
use of their files, and to Mr. William Link for the use 
of the 1858 City Guide. 


Also Miss Margaret Hanna, Mr. Al. Randall, Mrs. Eva 
Nelson Metzger, Mrs,Harry W. Ninde, Mr. Creighton 
Williams, Mr. Lee Ninde, Judge Henry Hilgemann--(North- 
west Territory), Mrs. Harry Culbertson, Miss Sarah 
Fleming, Mr. Al. Schaaf, Mr. and Mrs. E. F. Dalman, Miss 
Margaret Vesey, Mr. Herbert W. Bond, Mrs. H. J. Doswell, 
Mrs. Caroline C. Schmidt (Caroline Eckart), Miss Loretta 
Hayes, Mrs. M. J. Gilmartin, Monsignor Conroy, Henry 
Monning, Miss Mary Philley, Mrs. Frank D. Bond, Miss 
Bonita Fox and Miss Mabel Holland, Wayne Thieme. 


Also to Miss Cleo Bueter, Miss Virginia Kinnaird, 
and to the sons, or other members of the families who 
supplied information on: Baltes, Nussbaum, Zollars, 
Fenker, Centlivre, Rousseau, Boltz, Romy, Curdes. 


A.C.McCoy 


Allen County Public | 

BOD Webco Seiekerene 
PO Box 2270 

Fort Wayne, IN 46801-2270 


biUGL 


a Te esr 
i ORB ded On ’ 
Pr -* 


— 


+ 


s Paes 4 


ee 
22, 


| 


ef 
me) : 
£D 


THE STREETS OF FORT WAYNE 


Game trails, natural paths, and portages were well defined 
in the Village of Kekionga at the time the explorer La Salle 
first set foot on the boundaries of what is now INDIANA. Were 
we to follow every historic trail indicated, in fancy we would 
have to travel the overland route by "shank's mare", horseback, 
stage coach and prairie schooner; or the water route by canoe, 
pirogue, barge and packet boat, all of which are woven into 
the pattern of this section of the NORTHWEST TERRITORY. 

Significant changes have taken place from the time ANTHONY 
WAYNE built the original fort in 1794 -- the recording of the 
first Plat in 1824 -- the incorporation of the town in 1829 -- 
the gaining of rank as a City in 1840, with a population then 
of 2,080 -- to the present City of 130,000 with its 1,325 sub- 
divisions, approximately 45,000 lots and more than one thousand 
currently listed streets, drives and roads. 

The names of Fort Wayne streets link themselves with 
explorers, Indian lore, frontier days, traders, pioneers, Wars, 
soldiers, statesmen, politicians, lawyers, bankers; the men who 
achieved distinction as workers and community leaders; they who 
ran the spice and grist mills, the inns and taverns, boat and 
carriage works, tanneries, soap and shirtwaist factories, organ 
and piano plants -- all are in the panorama. 

Decidedly reminiscent of FRONTIER DAYS are -- ANTHONY 
BOULEVARD, WAYNE STREET, WAYNE TRACE, SPY RUN AVENUE, PORTAGE 
BOULEVARD, PIQUA AVENUE, OLD MILL ROAD, OLD FORT PLACE, LA FORT 
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STREET, ALLEN AVENUE, WELLS STREET, RICHARDSVILLE AVENUE, 
PONTIAC and TECUMSEH. 

FORT WAYNE, the township and several streets immortalize 
the name of Major General ANTHONY WAYNE, emissary of Washington 
and "saviour of the West" -- a name intimately connected with 
"Fallen Timbers", the NORTHWEST TERRITORY and particularly 
FORT WAYNE. 

WAYNE TRACE had its beginning one hundred fifty-one years 
ago. It marks ANTHONY WAYNE'S route to Fort Greenville, after 
the completion of the fort which bore his name. 

WELLS STREET and SPY RUN Avenue are located in the section 
of land known as WELL'S Pre-emption. Captein WILLIAM WELLS had 
been granted the land by an Act of Congress in the year 1808. 
WELLS, who married Sweet Breeze, daughter of Little Turtie, was 
said to have been not only a scout, but captain of the mounted 
spies for ANTHONY WAYNE. The gmall brook or “run" which 
coursed through WELLS' land, became known as “SPY RUN". 

In 1863 a portion of the OLD PLANK ROAD from HIGH to THIRD 
was called WELLS Street. LIMA ROAD, the continuation of WELLS, 
Was known as the LIMA PLANK ROAD. This road led to Lima, 
Indiana, now known as Howe, Indiana. Before the advent of rail- 
roads, Samuel HANNA, whose name is prominently identified with 
the annals of the 1800's, worked long and ceaselessly to get the 
LIMA PLANK and PIQUA PLANK Roads finished as modes of travel in 
order to carry on business with the two nearest settlements of 
the time. 


PIQUA AVENUE is a portion of the original rural highway. 
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It was in 1843 at a meeting in the SPENCER HOUSE, that plans 
were made to solicit subscriptions for the building of this 
highway. It is recorded that it was over this route in 1812, 
that Captain LOGAN escorted twenty-five women and children of 
the fort, in safety to Piqua. 

PORTAGE BOULEVARD at present, lies southwest, beyond 
ARDMORE. Originally a carrying place over land between navigable 
Waters, it was a well-traced road. Parts of COLUMBIA and MAIN 
Streets were formerly called PORTAGE ROAD. It is perhaps one 
of the most picturesque of names recalling the earliest mode 
of river travel and the transporting of the canoe and goods 
overland to Little River. 

ALLEN, the name chosen for this County and subsequently 
for one of our streets, gets its name from Colonel JOHN ALLEN, 
brilliant lawyer, statesman and soldier who lost his life in 
the Battle of River Raisin, near the present site of the Ford 
plant at Detroit. His brave stand was known to those who were 
connected with the early forts and he was considered a hero and 
admired greatly by those who laid out the County. 

OLD MILL ROAD is a continuation of Broadway and was given 
its name by Mr. Al. Schaaf, because the road is substantially 
along the old trail which the pioneers used in coming from 
Decatur to the 01d Mill, once located near the present OAKDALE 
bridge. 

OLD FORT PLACE is the designated name for that portion of 
Main from La Fayette to Clay, so named in 1901 to commemorate 


the location of the fort. 
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LA FORT Street, which is the first street in Lakeside proper 
(east of the bridge), was formerly known as OLD FORT Street; how- 
ever, in 1929 it was changed to LA FORT so as not to confuse it 
with "Old Fort". 

Jean Baptist RICHARDVILLE, Frenchman and Civil Chief of 
the MIAMIS during the closing days of the tribe, was the son of 
Ta Cum Wah, who in turn was a sister of "Little Turtle", known 
as the greatest Indian of all time. RICHARDVILLE was one of the 
Indians who was given a large tract of land by the U.S.Govern- 
ment, in accordance with the Treaty of 1818, because of the 
nation's recognition of his services. Through the years the 
word has acquired an "s", so that today it is RICHARDSVILLE 
Avenue. 

PONTIAC, Ottawa Chief, was referred to as the "Napoleon of 
the Western Indians"; TECUMSEH, according to The AMERICANA, 
possessed remarkable qualities for leadership. In fact, Mrs. 
Frank Roberts, Fort Wayne historian, looks upon TECUMSEH as a 
"oreat and powerful Shawnee Chief imbued with the idea of form- 
ing a Confederacy of the Indians". 

Linked with the stories of early FORT DAYS are WARFIELD 
(for Captain Benjamin WARFIELD), RANDOLPH, PUTNAM, HARMAR, DEAR- 
BORN, PITT and BOONE. Beverly RANDOLPH was one of ten com- 
missioners appointed by Washington to visit the West; Rufus 
PUTNAM figured prominently in Northwest Territory's history, 
having concluded a treatyat Vincennes in 1792 with eight tribes 
of WABASH Indians; General Josiah HARMAR'S name is revered in 


the naming of HARMAR Street. The street's northern terminus at 
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the Maumee is at HARMAR'S Ford, the place where HARMAR'S army 
was ambushed by Little Turtle and his men. Mr. Al. Krueper, 
Post Office Cashier, says that until the time geaeers wrote a 
history of Fort Wayne, and discovered in his research that the 
correct spelling of the word was "Harmar", it had been mis- 
spelled with an ending "er", and it appeared thus in the first 
City Guide of 1858. DEARBORN, for General Henry DEARBORN, and 
PITT, were the names of two other early forts. BOONE Street 
recalls to memory the pioneer explorer, DANIEL BOONE, who in 
the course of his eventful life, was taken prisoner by the 
Indians and held for about a year at Fort Defiance. 

This section of Indiana has been rich in memories of the 
INDIAN, and names such as MIAMI, OSWEGO, CHEROKEE, WABASH, 
NIAGARA, OSAGE, ONTARIO, SAGINAW, SHAWNEE, ILLINOIS, OJIBWAY 
and ONEIDA, are living reminders of the days when red men stole 
quietly through the forests. 

It was not until June 1927, that INDIAN names came into 
their own in the platting of INDIAN VILLAGE, which had been the 
former site of the Allen County Infirmary. The City and Suburban 
Building Company, which purchased the land, conducted weekly 
contests through the newspapers and the prize-winning name Was 
submitted by Mrs. Adolph Oelke, the wife of a Lutheran teacher. 
Mr. William Scheiman selected the names for the streets from 
Longfellow's Indian epic, HIAWATHA. These names and their mean- 
ings are as follows: 

ALGONQUIN, Ojibway, or Lake SUPERIOR Indians 


HIAWATHA, the wise man, teacher; 
KENOSHA, the pickerel 
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MONDAMIN, Indian corn; 

MUSKODAY (Mushkodasa) grouse; 

NOKOMIS, grandmother 

OWAISSA, bluebird 

OPECHEE, robin 

OSSEO, son cf evening star 

WENDIGO, 

MANITO 

WAWONAISSA 

Names connected with the moulding of United States History -- 
ARLINGTON, LEXINGTON, LIBERTY, SENATE, CONGRESS, CAPITAL, SHENAN- 
DOAH and SHERIDAN -- were chosen for street names in more recent 
years. 

French names are apparent in the names of MARQUETTE Street 
and CHAMPLAIN DRIVE -- named for Jacques MARQUETTE, Jesuit mission- 
ary and explorer, and Samuel de CHAMPLAIN, navigator and soldier. 
France's first foot-hold in America has been attributed to CHAM- 
PLAIN. (The AMERICANA). LA FONTAINE Street was named for an 
early Indian chief, associated with Fort Wayne's early history. 
LA SALLE Street bears the name of a French family, traceable to 
the days of the fort, it being recorded that Charles LASSELLE 
was the first white man Known to have been born at Kekionga. 

NATIONAL FIGURES, whose names hold undiminished interest, 
are recalled in the naming of many streets -- John C. CALHOUN, 
Secretary of War, prominent statesman and the admiration of the 
men who first platted this city -- a man who had progressive 
ideas for the West; William Henry HARRISON, originally Secretary, 
and later Governor, of NORTHWEST TERRITORY, whose activities in 
the War of 1812 eventually brought National recognition and 
subsequently paved the way to the White House; (the street was 


named long before he became President); De Witt CLINTON, pioneer 
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in the movement for the construction of the Erie Canal; Benjamin 
FRANKLIN, Anthony WAYNE'S close friend, who at one time appealed 
to France for aid against British attacks. 

Other NATIONAL figures included LA FAYETTE, Daniel WEBSTER, 
HANCOCK, Stephan DOUGLAS, Henry CLAY, William PENN, TILDEN, John 
JAY, Abraham LINCOLN. (All of the presidents, with the exception 
of Hayes, Arthur, Harding, Taft, Coolidge, Franklin D. Roosevelt 
and Truman are revered in Street names.) It was Miss Mary 
Philley who reminded me that ROOSEVELT Drive in Kitch's addition 
Was named for "Teddy" Roosevelt. 

The following are the names of Presidents represented in 


our City streets: 


Washington Van Buren Pierce Cleveland 

Adams Harrison Buchanan Harrison 
Jefferson Tyler* Lincoln McKinley 

Madison Polk Johnson Theodore Roosevelt 
Monroe Taylor* Grant Wilson 

Jackson Fillmore Garfield Hoover 


*Understand these bear names of local families. 

The names given to this point, have more than passing value, 
but of greater interest are the names of a small group of men -- 
enterprising and distinguished ~- whose DECISIONS within the 
first twenty or twenty-five years of Fort Wayne's history, were 
to have their effect on the entire future of the city. 

Before a roll of these PIONEERS is called, let us look into 
the earliest known government survey of the region around the 
fort, made in 1803 by one Thomas Freeman. The map shows that a 
six-mile-square tract was laid out at a variation of "North 13° 


west". On this old survey, "Portage Road" is indicated by a 
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dotted line ending at a two-mile-square tract which includes 
the landing place on the Little River end of the portage. A 
dotted line on the north side of the "Miami" (Maumee) River 
(the present Maysville Road or Lake Avenue extended) is shown 
as the "Road to Detroit". Spy Run Creek is labeled "Indian 
Creek". The other streams are marked "River St. Joseph" and 
"River St. Mary's". 

John T. BARR and John T. McCorkle laid out the first plat 
of the City of Fort Wayne, June 18, 1824, at a variation of 
16° West of Mapnetic North. I am convinced in my own mind that 
the 1803 survey had much to do with the manner in which this 
first plat was laid out. 

At the suggestion of Mr. Robert Hanna, we looked up the 
original plat dated May 20, 1824, and recorded in RANDOLPH 
County on June 8, 1824, and again recorded here in Allen County 
on September 30, 1840, by R. Emmet Fleming, then recorder, which 
shows that the proprietors of the property made the following 
reservation: 

"Reserving unto ourselves the right of property in all 
buildings now situated on the streets and alleys of said town and 
the privilege of removing the same." This would refute the belief 
that the streets were laid out as they were because of buildings 
standing in the way. 

The plat contained 118 lots, with three streets running 
north and south on the variation of 16 degrees West of Magnetic 
North: Namely: CALHOUN...CLINTON and BARR, and five streets 


running at right angles to the same variation, namely: WAYNE... 
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BERRY...MAIN...COLUMBIA and WATER (later renamed SUPERIOR) 
Streets. 

It was not until 1838 (March 22, 1838) that the surveys of 
the various townships in Allen County were recorded. The first 
street to be laid out in a true east-and-west direction was LEWIS 
Street (platted in Lewis Addition in 1860) which follows the 
south line of Section One in Wayne Township. 

Whatever may have motivated them for laying out the town as 
they did, HENRY T. BARR, successful Baltimore merchant had come 
West to embark on his first real estate venture; McCorkle, born 
at Piqua, owner of vast enterprises, and founder of St. Mary's, 
Ohic, became his associate. Although McCorkle donated to the 
town the site now known eas Court House Square (for the erection 
of County buildings), he died at en early age without having a 
street named for him. 

BERRY Street was named for Benjamin BERRY Kercheval, fur 
trader, who was associated with the American Fur Company (John 
Jacob Astor's Company). Miss Margeret Hanna, who probably 
knows more about Kercheval, than any other person living at the 
present time, tells me that Kercheval was popular with the Indians 
and settlers, and that his daughter Eliza (in her opinion named 
for Eliza Scott Forsythe) was adopted by the MIAMI tribe. A map 
in Griswold's History of Fort Wayne indicates that the "Eliza 
Kercheval Reserve" lies across the northern part of Adams and 
southern area of St. Joseph Townships. There was also another 
large tract of land known as "Kercheval Reserve". Although 


"Berry" Kercheval declined to lend his name to a street, his 


oa 
Rati 


hx: 


’ 
+ 


te na 


a ee 
Sree 


rie Gs { 


—. 


“ 
E 


= & 


. 
= 


ee cree 


ry sf Ak 
ee ey 


we 


ee 
“4 


7) fm 
tere 
4 tan ee 


* 


es . 


7s 
| 


~100 


friends found a way to do so, by calling it BERRY. 

The belief that MAIN Street would become the busiest 
thoroughfare and that the City would some day extend east and 
west, induced Barr and McCorkle to plat the downtown properties 
on Calhoun Street in a north and south direction. Years later, it 
Was necessary to replat the lots so the buildings could front 
on Calhoun Street. 

COLUMBIA Street was destined to become the busiest, until 
it relinquished the reins to cobblestoned CALHOUN. COLUMBIA 
Street was named for Captain Dana COLUMBIA, boat captain, whose 
daughter Sarah, was the wife of David Comparet. 

For the original tract, consisting of 110 lots, Barr and 
McCorkle paid the minimum price of $1.25 per acre. Immediate 
steps were taken to plat the property and offer it for sale in 
the form of business and residence lots. The settlement at the 
time consisted of a few log buildings collected about the 
region of the present Clinton, Barr, Columbia, Lafayette and 
Superior Streets. 

Some lots sold for $10.25; the highest, $25.00. The entire 
36 lots comprising the original sale netted only $690.50, or an 
average of less than $20 per lot; in fact, Griswold relates that 
in 1825 Benjamin ARCHER, Jr., bought the entire northeast 1/4 of 
the square bounded by CALHOUN, HARRISON, BERRY and WAYNE for 
$31.50. (The ARCHER name and that of two sons -- SHERMAN and 
PERRY -- is retained in street-naming). 

In connection with the opening of the land office, Joseph 
HOLMAN was appointed by President MONROE in 1823 to be the first 
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registrar. He later became state representative and Treasurer 
of Allen County. Captain Samuel C. VANCE was receiver of public 
moneys. John WILT entered the land office under Col. John 
Spencer, while Anthony L. DAVIS, was first clerk of the Court, 
which opened August 9, 1824. (A portion of East BRACKENRIDGE 
Was once called HOLMAN). 

The BRACKENRIDGES were established here in the early 1830's, 
but the street is first mentioned in a Plat recorded 4/20/1866. 
The family, through its descendents, was prominent in civic 
affairs. The Public Library stands on the site of the Bracken- 
ridge home. (A section of Brackenridge, from Broadway to Fair- 
field, was once called GEORGE Street). 

* OR 

The "History of the Upper Maumee Valley" recounts the story 
of a boat ride taken on the 4th of July, 1835, by a group of 
men, which included Judge Samuel HANNA...Dr. L. G. THOMPSON... 
Allen HAMILTON...Samuel and William EDSALL...W.G. and G.W. 
EWING...Francis COMPARET, William ROCKHILL, Jesse L. Williams, 
and D. H. COLERICK. 

The boat was owned by Captain Asa FAIRFIELD and operated by 
-his brother Oliver. The journey was a brief one -- Fort Wayne 
to Huntington -- and although the ride has long since been for- 
gotten, each of these family names is preserved to posterity in 
the names of our streets. All these men, together with several 
others, which I have included, moulded the political and civic 
life of the early community. | 

By far the MOST IMPORTANT FIGURE in Ft. Wayne's early history 
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was Samuel HANNA. He was connected at one time or another with 
every worthwile enterprise .. . pioneered in the movement for 
the canal and railroad . .. served in the legislature... 
donated the land for the site of the City Hall and market Place. 
The HANNA family consisted of twelve sons and one daughter, 
ELIZA. There is kinship, through marriage, between the HANNA, 
SUTTENFIELD, NUTTMAN and HAYDEN families, the surnames of whom, 
or the given names of them or their descendents, having been 
perpetuated in many of the City's streets. Several of the names 
which stem from the Hanna family are ELIZA and OLIVER, also SUE 
VESTA, for the wife of Joseph T. Hanna (Robert Hanna's sister-in- 
law). Eliza Hanna HAYDEN, was the wife of Fred HAYDEN, a family 
name associated with Hayden Park and Hayden Street. 

FRANCIS COMPARET, who founded the Fort Wayne branch of the 
American Fur Company, and whose family traced its ownership of 
land in the United States to the year 1729, has his name perpetu- 
ated in two streets. FRANCIS Street is recorded as early as 
6/19/39, although COMPARET Street was not so named until later in 
Fort Wayne history. Mrs. W. H. Keeran (the mother of Mrs. Frank 
Roberts) is today the only living grandaughter of COMPARET. 

Allen HAMILTON and Jesse L. WILLIAMS owned the City Mills on 
the north bank of the Canal, between Calhoun and Clinton, and 
later Pliny T. HOAGLAND became their partner. HAMILTON was 
president of the Branch Bank of Indiana, and his name was for 
years perpetuated in that of the Hamilton National Bank. 

According to a Plat recorded June 22, 1855, the first street 


south of Lewis, between HANNA and FRANCIS, was originally named 
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HAMILTON. It later became MONTGOMERY, and is now EAST DOUGLAS. 
A few decades back, a street in the southeast part of town 

was given the name HAMILTON by a group of civic-minded men. 
MARGARET AVENUE and JESSIE AVENUE, are said to stem from the 
HAMILTON name. Mrs. Allen HAMILTON was a granddaughter of 
MASTERSON. 

Mr. Jesse L. WILLIAMS, who was the chief engineer for the 
Canal, married Miss Susan CREIGHTON. (Attorney Creighton 
Williams, a descendent, supplied the additional information 
that his mother had been a Hamilton, and also that the Hamilton 
and TABER families were related). 

One could get quite involved on this matter of relation- 
ship, but in a study of our street names it becomes evident that 
the early families intermarried, so that eventually most of them 
were related, at least by marriage. 

The EDSALLS -- Samuel and William -- originated the Bluffton 
Road. Samuel was one of the builders of the first Court House 
in 1831. He and his partner WILLIAM ROCKHILL, at one time owned 
and operated two saw mills. Samuel EDSALL'S home later became the 
Old WESTMINISTER property, which inspired the naming of WEST- 
MINSTER PLACE and COLLEGE Street. UNION Street was originally 
called EDSALL. The present EDSALL Street is in the east end 
of town, in the addition once owned by Simon EDSALL. According 
to Griswold, the EDSALL family became established here in 1824, 
with the advent of the widow of Peter Edsall and her nine 


children. Jane Street, I understand, stems from the EDSALL name. 
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On April 19, 1839, William ROCKHILL platted ROCKHILL'S 
Addition. The north and south streets were: ROCKHILL, JACKSON, 
VAN BUREN and MARKET STREET, now known as BROADWAY.. The 
original plat shows that an additional space of 35 feet on each 
side of MARKET STREET, between MAIN and BERRY Streets, was 
RESERVED FOR A MARKET. 

In QUEST of information on the subject, I have learned that 
the City of Fort Wayne still owns these two 35-foot spaces. BROAD- 
WAY is 66 feet wide, of which 42 feet is paved, leaving 12 feet 
on each side for the sidewalk, etc. 

If BROADWAY were widened, between MAIN AND BERRY, head-in 
parking for more than 90 cars could be provided, in addition to 
about 24 cars along the present curb. How convenient this would 
be for persons whose friends and relatives are patients at the 
hospital! 

I am not suggesting that the City of Fort Wayne take on this 
expenditure, BUT that it be done by assessment. The hospital 
would be benefited materially. The bottle-neck on W. Berry, 
between Broadway and Van Buren, is a traffic hazard at present. 
Parking in this block could be confined to one side of the street 
only. This is a THOUGHT I would like to leave with you as we 
continue with the roll-call of names. 

* Oe OO 

The ROCKHILL name has been identified with the city's history 
since the 1820's. William Rockhill of New Jersey was drawn here 
for the land sale and remained identified with the political, 


educational and commercial life of this city until Civil War Days. 
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The Rockhill house at the southwest corner of Broadway and Main, 
begun in 1838 and opened in 1854, forms a portion of the St. 
Joseph's Hospital. HOWELL Street may have been named for Howell 
Rockhill. ROCKHILL Street was among the first 47 streets to be 
recorded. 

Ninety years ago the first street south of BASS ,from Fair- 
field east to HOAGLAND, was called COLERICK Street, taking its 
name from David H. COLERICK, brillant Allen County Lawyer. The 
present COLERICK and ANTOINETTE (which also stems from the 
Colerick family) Streets are in the southeast part of town. 

We can associate THOMPSON and SCOTT Avenues with Doctor 
Lewis G. THOMPSON, one of the earliest practicing physicians, 
and Moses Hardpine SCOTT, father-in-law of Dr. Thompson. SCOTT 
came here in 1823 with his family after having traveled by 
pirogue down the St. Mary's River. SCOTT AVENUE was originally 
"Scott's Lane" and when Thompson's addition to South Wayne 
(originally a part of the SCOTT farm) was platted May 18, 1889, 
by Henrietta F., Byron S. (a son of Dr. Thompson), and Ann M. 
Thompson, SCOTT Avenue and THOMPSON Avenue are designated on the 
said Plat. 

It was Dr. Thompson's wife, according to Griswold, who sewed 
Asa FAIRFIELD'S $30,000 into her mattress, until he could invest 
it. Which brings us to the FAIRFIELDS who were first in a 
number of things -- first to operate a canal boat, first to build 
a frame dwelling in SOUTH WAYNE (incidentally once an incorporated 
town from which SOUTH WAYNE Avenue takes its neme), and first to 


pring carriages to Fort Wayne in 1835. But to top that, Mrs. Asa 
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Fairfield and Hugh Mc CULLOCH were first cousins! (Fairfield 
graded what is now Creighton Avenue, using earth to fill up the 
sWwamp land, through which FOX Avenue was cut sometime later). 
* Ok 
IF carriages did not appear on city streets prior to 1835, 

then our City Fathers must heve been foresighted enough to 
picture the day when carriages would be a common event, for they 
fixed the first levy for County Taxes as early as 1823, and at 
the same session the Board fixed rates of assessments on personal 
property for County purposes for the year 1824 to wit: 

On every pleasure carriage, 4 wheels $1.50 

On every carriage, 2 wheels 1.00 
and also listed the following: 

On every male person over the age of 21 - 50¢ 

On every horse, gelding, mare or mule, 3 years old and 

upward, each 37z¢ 
On each work ox, . 3 years old and upward, 18 3/4¢ 


On each stud horse, the rate at which he stand per season 
Watches: Gold - $1.00; Silver - $ .25, Pinch-beck - $ .25 


* * * 

The EWINGS - W.G., the first man to be admitted to the bar 
in Allen County, and his brother, G.W., were sons of Col. 
Alexander EWING, who came here in 1822 and is accredited with 
having established a pioneer tavern -- the one in which ALLEN 
COUNTY was organized. EWING'S Addition, consisting of 80 acres 
of ground immediately West of the Barr and McCorkle tract, was 
laid out July 3, 1840, and designated FULTON Street, which 
terminated at the Canal. BASIN was indicated at the north end 
of FULTON. (Undoubtedly Robert Fulton, the man most interested 
in the improvement of canal and steam navigation, was its inspira- 


tion). 
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The "uptown" portion of Fairfield to Brackenridge, was 
originally "Griffith Street" -- Griffith having been the maiden 
name of Col. Ewing's wife, Charlotte. (Today the house on the 
southeast corner of Wayne and Fairfield -- now owned by Trinity 
English Lutheran Church -- bears an old stone marker inscribed 
"Griffith and Wayne".) 

Mrs. Julia Nelson Metzger, who can claim Samuel EDSALL as 
her grandfather and De Groff NELSON as her great-grandfather, 
tells us that these two families and the ROCKHILLS, were another 
group of kinfolk. DE GROFF and NELSON Streets perpetuate the 
name of the man who once owned the SENTINEL, served as State 
Representative, authored the NELSON Railroad Bill and was one 
of the organizers of the Wabash Railway. He Was one of the 
most useful men of his era. (William ROCKHILL NELSON was 
later co-founder of the KANSAS CITY STAR). 

* *K 

Dr. Thompson may have worried over his wife's banking 
facilities -- or possibly he knew a great man when he saw one. 
At any rate, he it was who induced Boston-educated Hugh 
Mc CULLOCH to leave his Kennebunk, Maine, home and come to Fort 
Wayne in 1833, to start a law career which was to lead him into 
banking, and elevate him from the Presidency of his State Bank 
to that of financial administrator under three Presidents -- 
Lincoln, Johnson and Arthur. 

Today MC CULLOCH Street reveres the name of the "Pather of 

- the National Banking System". Although written eighty years 


ago, a letter he addressed to Managers of National Banks in 1864, 
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might have been written today, so pertinent is its message, in 
which he said in part: "Pay the officers of the bank such 
Salaries as will enable them to live comfortably and respectably 
Without stealing ... aman cannot be a safe officer of a bank 
who spends more than he earns .. . Dismiss him;" and added the 
sage advice that: "In business know no man's politics". 

Although the names SWINNEY, RUDISILL, LEWIS, WALLACE and 
TABER were not on the ship's roster that 4th of July day, one 
hundred and ten years ago, no account of our very early history 
would be complete without them. 

It is through Col. Thomas SWINNEY, who married Lucy TABER, 
daughter of Paul Taber, that this city has its beautiful Swinney 
Park, originally a part of the Thomas Swinney farm. In fact, 
the Swinney homestead today houses the Historical Museum. SWINNEY 
Avenue and SWINNEY Court bear the SWINNEY name. Cyrus TABER, Mrs. 
Swinney's brother, owned a very valuable parcel of land -- a 
part of the original military tract. 

Henry RUDISILL came here on Christmas day, 1829, as the 
representative for John T. Barr. He is greatly revered for 
having been one of the founders of the Lutheran Church. The mili 
which he and Henry Johns operated was located on the St. Joseph 
River, a mile north of the city, and was the first in this 
section of the country to make use of an overshot wheel. One 
of our long Boulevards, running from Broadway to Anthony Avenue, 
now bears the RUDISILL name. 

LEWIS and WALLACE Streets have tie-ins. Major Samuel LEWIS 


Was land commissioner, appointed by John Quincy Adams in 1827. 
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His was a handsome log house on Montgomery Street. His wife, 
Mrs. Kathryn Lewis, was a daughter of Andrew Wallace, and a 
sister of Governor David Wallace. Her nephew, General Lewis 
(LEW) Wallace, versatile author of "Ben Hur", also soldier and 
statesman -- who represents Indiana in the Hall of Fame -- 
visited here frequently. 

LEWIS STREET is listed in the 1858 City Guide, although 
WALLACE is first mentioned in Lewis! Addition which was laid 
out July 21, 1860, by Samuel Lewis. Wallace Street was first 
-laid out east of Lafayette, and later when the Hamilton's laid 
out Hamilton's Addition, Wallace was extended from Lafayette 
west to Calhoun. 

SUTTENFIELD, too, is a name coupled with the first century 
of 1800. In fact, Mrs. Laura Suttenfield, wife of Colonel 
Suttenfield, who was born in Boston and who lived in Fort Wayne 
72 years, actually spent a number of years within the palisades 
of the fort. The Suttenfields, according to Griswold, were 
the first to erect in 1814, a log house near the corner of the 
present Columbia and Barr. 

"Down by the old mill stream" or "down by the vinegar woiks" 
are phrases of the past, but many a street name ties in with our 
earliest mills and distilleries. For example, the first grist 
mill erected in 1827 by James Barnett and Samuel HANNA, on the 
west bank of the St. Mary's, near the crossing of the Bluffton 
road, was subsequently owned by Louis H. DAVIS, Asa FAIRFIELD, 
Samuel C. FREEMAN and George ESMOND. The "Empire" or "Stone 
Mili" changed from the hands of EDSALL to ORFF. A steam saw mill 
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built in 1848 by Wm. COOMBS and Mr. Edsall on the north side 

of the canal was located near the site of the present Coombs 
Street Bridge. Both street and bridge gain their name from the 
mill. It was my desire to keep all the data pertaining to the 
names of streets in chronological order, but just as the read- 
ing of a book opens new paths, the story of the early mills 
proved so interesting, that I grouped the information about 
them at this point. 

The Wines! Mill was established by Marshall S. WINES, an 
associate circuit court judge. The location of the mill is 
described in the 014 Plat as having been "at a dam thrown across 
the Maumee River near the foot of Hanover (Woodlawn Mill)". A 
Plat recorded July 9, 1867, designated a then unnamed street as 
"the road to the Wines! Mill". This became HANOVER Street. On 
the same Plat appeared College Street, in more recent years 
changed to SCHICK for Professor Schick of Concordia College. The 
present WINES Street, on which there are no houses, is described 
as "1 west of North Anthony Blvd.". 

In the 1830's money was known as "species", you "chode" with 
your neighbor if you disagreed with him, and a typical supper 
consisted of corn dodgers, boiled squirrels and sassafras tea. 

As far back as 1834 a "vigilance committee", made an examina- 
tion and reported that it was "advisable to proceed without delay 
to fill up the low places and drain a swamp on Calhoun Street; 
also to cut or grub all the brush in the streets south of Berry, 
and to grade the streets". 


Chapters might be devoted to other men of the 1830's -- Samuel 
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LILLIE, pioneer tavern owner, who married EMILY, a sister of 
Hiram A. PHILLEY, another pioneer at whose farm Johnny Appleseed 
frequently stopped. PHILLEY, EMILY and LILLIE are all present- 
day street names, the latter two being in sections of land owned 
by LILLIE. The Philley descendents are today living on the 

South 5 acres of the original S80-acre farm which Hiram A. Philley 
secured from the government. The said land had been a part of 
the original Canal Grant Land, and the papers bear the signature 
of Andrew Jackson. 

There were others whose names became very well known-- 

S. Cary EVANS, active business man and later head of the Merchants 
National Bank -- John TRENTMAN, owner of The DAYTON House, then 
located at the corner of Wayne and Clay Streets. 

The HUMPHREY name can be traced to the 1830's. James 
Humphrey's marble works were located at the present site of Fulton 
and Main Streets. He it was who drew up the plans for the com- 
bined market house and town hall. A brother, Col. George Humphrey, 
came from Scotland and served as Colonel in the 88th Regiment of 
Volunteers. He served in the Mexican War, and in later years 
Was associated in business with Cochrane. 

Jared DARROW and family came here in :1836, traveling by 
pirogue. The family name is retained in an “east and West" 
street from Piqua to Hoagland. 

Two streets -- FRY and RUMSEY -- are associated with the 


families of Jacob FRY who came from Pennsylvania to start a 


tanning business, and Philo RUMSEY, merchant and later landlord 


of the ROCKHILL House. 
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And there were others -- Alexander HUESTIS, George DE WALD 
and Eben BURGESS -- names that were associated with that era. 
Eben BURGESS had bought a large tract of land from Samuel Hanna, 
which later became the neighboring town of New Haven. DE WALD 
established his wholesale dry goods company. He had property 
in a section of the town once described as "Frenchtown", which 
was apparently laid out by the "early" French, although few 
French families actually lived there. Monsignor Conroy who 
supplied this information, also added that it was his belief 
that DWENGER AVENUE had been so named by the senior Mr. DE WALD 
in honor of Bishop Joseph Dwenger, one of Fort Wayne's early 
bishops. 

When asked as to whether he knew how the "River St. Joseph 
and River St. Mary" were named, Monsignor Conroy said that the 
Nearly French, seeing the two rivers, one coming in from the 
northeast and the other from the southeast, named them for two 
Church altars". St. "Joe" Boulevard and St. Mary's Avenue take 
their respective names from the rivers. 

We leave the "thirties" and go into the "Fabulous Forties" 
or "Roaring Forties", the era in which the "Ohio Coon Catcher", 
issue of Oct. 5, 1844, labeled one of its cartoons; "Times 
ain't now as they USED TO WAS". (Imagine that -- one hundred 
years ago and they hadn't even heard of the Atomic bomb). Mean- 
while the population had grown here from only 300 in 1830, to 
2,080 in 1840. | 

Much of this can be attributed to the opening of the Wabash- 


Erie Canal, July 4, 1843. The great canal celebration was 


-” 


pa 


high-lighted by the presence of many notables, including Governor 
Lewis CASS of Michigan, orator of the day. He had consummated 
many treaties with the Indians, which affected this area, and 
later served as Secretary of War under President Jackson. 

This was not his first visit here, but probably the one he 
never forgot, for at the precise moment in which an orator was 
reciting a piece of poetry, CASS received an unpremeditated 
ducking in the Canal as he was about to go ashore. CASS Street, 
which I am confident, was named for him, was originally 
described as "south from River to Berry between Ewing and Maiden 
Lane". The present CASS Street is the first east of Wells. 

F. P. RANDALL, who served as Committee Chairman for the 
Canal Celebration, extended invitations to a number of Nationally- 
prominent men. His son Al. Randall (now the 9th generation- 
descendent of his family born on American soil), recalls that 
Henry CLAY expressed his regrets by writing to Mr. Randall that 
he would like very much to attend but could not do so, as it was 
harvest time and his crops needed attention! F. P. RANDALL, 
Civil War Mayor, was author of the City Charter which became a 
law in 1840, and designer of the City Seal. RANDALL STREET and 
RANDALIA DRIVE were named for him. J. B. WHITE, ardent Scotch- 
man, who gave to GLASGOW Avenue its name, also named RANDALL 
Street, in honor of the Mayor. A son of the Mayor named the drive 
at the site of the old Randall farm. 

Names associated with the "40's" reflected in street names 
were BEAVER, FRENCH, WOOD and HOAGLAND. The BEAVERS, Augustus 


Caesar and D. 8., together with their cousin Henry Leiter, walked 
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all the way from Dayton, Ohio, to the Hiram A. Philley Inn on 
the original Philley farm. They entered the lumber business and 
acquired extensive ground on Broadway between Nuttman and Rudi- 
sill. Miss Philley tells us that her maternal grandmother was 

a sister of A. C. and D. S. Beaver. 

George W. WOOD was the first Mayor of the Incorporated City 
of Fort Wayne and lived in the approximate vicinity of the 
present WOOD Street, just east of Wells before coming to the 
bridge. Charles G. FRENCH served as one of our City Councilmen. 
HOAGLAND Avenue takes its name from the Hoagland family, a very 
prominent member of which was Pliny T. HOAGLAND who had come 
here in 1845 and was influential in the building of the railroad. 
He also served as a State Representative and State Senator. 

With the improvement of streets we entered into the 50's, 
otherwise known as the "horse and buggy" days and the "feminine 
50's! -- the period described by artemus Ward, as when "Wimmin 
got into pantyloons, deserted their firesides and filled their 
heds full of wimin's rites and noshuns". Just prior to the 50's, 
as the prairie schooners passed through this vicinity and out 
into Bloomingdale, according to legend, the settlers would ask, 
"Where you heddin for pardner?" and they received the invariable 
reply, "Neebraska", and that is how that section acquired its 
name. 

The story of the 50's would not be complete without such 
names as Alfred P. EDGERTON, who, for ten years served as general 
manager of the Canal... Charles BUTLER, trustee of the Canal 


until 1875 when it went into receivership, and according to Mrs. 
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Paul Borgman of The Dreibilbiss Abstract Company, figured in the 
titles to all Canal lands . . . William FLEMING, who came here 
from Dublin at the start of the 50's, was to serve as State 
Treasurer and at one time owned the Fort Wayne SENTINEL... 
John H. BASS, who became interested in the Fort Wayne Machine 
Works and was later to found the St. Louis Car Wheel Company 

- - - John COCHRANE, president of Caledonian Society... 
Schuyler WHEELER, who served as State Representative in 1850 

- « « Kerr MURRAY, born in Scotland, founder of the later exten- 
sive gas manufacturing plant of Kerr Murray Mfg. Company... 
Alfred D. BRANDRIFF, stove manufacturer ...d. D. NUTTMAN, 
prominent banker . . . Henry BAKER, mill owner, who laid out 
Baker's addition to the City of Fort Wayne .. . Maurice CODY, 
prominent Irishman, engaged in the ice business. BAKER and CODY, 
according to Monsignor Conroy, were on the Cathedral Building 
Committee and served as the first trustees. 

McKINNIE and FLEMING Avenues, according to Miss Sarah Flen- 
ing, were given their respective names when Mrs. William McKinnie, 
daughter of William Fleming, laid out an addition in the south 
part of town. She named the streets to honor her father and her 
husband's family name. Her father-in-law, Captain Henry McKinnie 
operated the "McKinnie House" in the 60's. Mr. William McKinnie 
was for many years landlord of the Wayne Hotel. Incidentally, 
the name of McKinnie Avenue was once changed to Lexington; how- 
ever, the citizens pratented and it regained the name McKinnie 
Avenue, and so we have LEXINGTON Avenue west of Calhoun, and 


McKinnie Avenue east of Calhoun. 
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(The late "Bob" Hanna, City Plan Consultant, told me 
shortly before his death that he recalled the juicy steaks 
he and Mrs. Hanna frequently enjoyed at "McKinnie" House). 

The same era was to witness the beginning of the first 
railroad, which paved the way for industrial and commercial 
expansion. The City Council in 1857 ordered that Calhoun 
Street from Berry to Lewis be PLANKED, but owing to the dis- 
turbed conditions preceding the Civil War, the work was not 
completed until 1863. In 1859 Main Street from Calhoun to 
Union, and Harrison from Celumbia to Main, were PLANKED to a 
width of 40 feet na tas a cost of $1.80 per lineal foot. 

The first published CITY GUIDE of 1858 listed 47 streets, 
including COLUMBIA NO.I and COLUMBIA NO.II. Streets were des- 
cribed, as for instance, Lafayette Street, “south from river to 
corporation line next east of Barr", and a residence as "ss 
Water, w of Ewing". 

If I may be permitted to take a "side-cut" from the main 
subject a moment, the classified section of the directory was 
called "The Business Mirror" and among other listings were: 
Ambrotypes, Boarding Houses, Blacksmiths (14 listed), and 
Vinegar Manufacturers. Fire Departments had such progressive 
names as: Independent Alert Hook and Ladder Company No.1, 
Mechanic's Fire, Company No.2, and Wide Awake Fire Co. No.l. 
Postal information carried the notation that "The upper right 
hand corner of a letter is the most suitable place to put the 
stamp" and "Parties should be particular in having legible 


directions with as little flourishing as possible". This brought 
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nostalgic memories of the old Spencerian penmanship. (A list 
of the first 47 streets is found at the end of this manuscript.) 

It is not my desire to dwell at length upon the names of 
non-existing streets, however, of the five non-existent~--Hood, 
Griffith, Pritchard, West and Nirdlinger, the latter does belong 
in the passing review of events inasmuch as the Nirdlingers 
were the grandparents of George Jean Nathan, born in Fort Wayne, 
and who has gained fame in New York as a literary and dramatic 
critic. The Nirdlingers were a prominent Jewish family here in 
the 50's, and just as the very street has changed its name, so 
the sons in later years (according to a clipping on file in the 
reference room of the Public Library) were to change their name 
to Nixon. The Nirdlinger home was at the southwest corner of 
Main and Harrison, and was demolished in 1891. 

STURGIS Street represents the Dr. Charles E. Sturgis! 
family name. Mrs. E. F. Dalman, his granddaughter, tells us 
that Doctor Sturgis owned property on Berry Street near the 
old Westminster Girls! Seminary. In fact, the location of his 
home is shown on an old map printed in 1855, which also indi- 
cated the residences of R. W. Taylor, W. ©. Shoaff, E. F. 
Colerick and R. W. Townley. 

On a plat recorded March 23, 1855, by Smallwood Noel and 
Mrs. S. C. Noel, covering an addition south of Jefferson, the 
name STURGIS Street makes its appearance. Griswold states that 
Mrs. Smallwood Noel and Mrs. Charles E. Sturgis were sisters. 
Another sister (Lavina, who became Mrs. Walker), is remembered 


in the naming of LAVINA Street. 


w 


Ped 


or 


98 


TOWNLEY Avenue is first mentioned in the plat of South 
Walton Avenue Acre Addition laid cut in 1903 by Edward P. 
Williams, et al. The name has been changed and is now the 
continuation of Rudisill Blvd. (east of Anthony). Associated 
with the name of the Townley family, were Jonas W. Townley, 
councilman in 1852, and Robert W. Townley, also a prominent 
lawyer or solicitor, as they were called, who owned consider- 
able real estate. The Townley business block was located at 
the corner of Calhoun and Columbia. 

John B. DU BOIS was a justice of the peace. The street 
bearing that name may have been so named for him or for one 
of his descendents. 

The Peoples Trust and Savings Company has given us the 
copy of the original subscription list, compiled in 1867, to 
bonds of the G. R. and I. Railway (between Fort Wayne and 
Kendallville), on which appear many of the names mentioned to 
this point. (A copy of this list is made a part of this manu- 
script). The list is headed with the names Hanna, Bond, 
Rudisill, etc. 

Names we have not previously mentioned and which might 
well come into the period known as the "60's", would include 
the BONDS, C. D. and S. B., John HOUGH, B. W. OAKLEY, John ORFF, 
0. A. SIMONS, Hugh MCKEE, etc. 

A son of Stephen BOND, namely Stephen B. BOND, became 
identified with the pecnniag of the Packard Piano plant in the 
1870's; in fact, it was Mr. Bond, Judge Taylor and Judge Ninde, 


three musically-minded gentlemen, who induced Mr. Packard, an 
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organ builder to come to Fort Wayne, after the great "Chicago 
fire". Mr. Packard was its first superintendent and the 
street was named for him. Another street Organ Avenue, which 
took its name from the plant, later became KINSMOOR. BOND 
Street, at present, is vacant, although at one time Charles D. 
Bond lived on the street. The BOND family established itself 
here as early as 1842. 

John ORFF, whom we previously mentioned as having acquired 
the Edsall mill, owned considerable land near the present 
Lindenwood. The ORFFS built and lived in the brick house 
which is now the Veteran's Home. Mrs. H. J. Doswell supplied 
the information that in addition to ORFF Street, three other 
streets stem from the ORFF name, namely MONTCLAIR, EDWARD and 
TYLER. The latter was a son-in-law, and the former were sons 
of the ORFFS.. The three streets MONTCLAIR, EDWARD and TYLER, 
together with DOSWELL, complete a city block. Mrs. Doswell 
says that a piece of land which formed a lane between the green- 
house and the cemetery, fronting on Main, was set aside by the 
Orffs for the use of the public, but that “Orff's Lane" as it 
was called, is now only a memory. 

Mrs. Doswell adds that Frank Randall was surveying in the 
vicinity when John Hawkins DOSWELL (her husband's father) was 
landscaping Lindenwood; that Randall felt a street should be 
named for Mr. DOSWELL, which accounts for the naming of Doswell 
Street. Mrs. H. J. Doswell is a granddaughter of John H. Taylor, 
who laid out Taylor's Addition in the east end of town, in the 


vicinity of Wayne and Howard Streets. 
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In a plat recorded March 23, 1866, appears a plat of Rock- 
hill's Out Lots, platted by Bayless, OAKLEY and HOUGH, which 
lists the following: Tyler, Rumsey Avenue, the Canal Feeder, 
YELLOW RIVER ROAD and BARTHOLD. Incidentally, Barthold & Song 
owned the first boat yard located on the Feeder Canal in Bloom- 
ingdale. The picturesque word "Canal Feeder" is seldom referred 
to by the present generation. OAKLEY street takes its name from 
the Oakley family -- both Mayor Chauncey B. Oakley and his 
father having been identified with the Civic life of the city. 
HOUGH Street, for John Hough, once prominent businessman, is 
no longer listed in the City Directory. 

Silas TAM owned the undivided half of Lillies Out Lots 29 
and 30, together with Oscar A. SIMONS. Mr. Simons laid out 
Simons Subdivision of Lillies Out Lots 29 and 30, June, 1878, 
and called the street therein TAM Street, which is now vacant. 
SIMONS Street is near TAM, in the same section. 

The first street paving was the Nicholson wood paving laid 
in 1865 in six city squares -- three on Columbia and three on 
Calhoun, which caused The JOURNAL to observe at the time, "The 
old rattling planks are out of the way, the holes are all filled 
up, the mud and mire are driven out, we hope for twenty years 
to come". Two years previous (in 1863) when the first police 
force Was organized, it was hoped that "the police would exert 
every effort to render the streets safe for pedestrians to 
'perambulate!' the streets anes more without providing themselves 
with arms and bludgeons". 


CAMP ALLEN DRIVE gets its name from CAMP ALLEN, once the 
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recruiting center and camping ground for soldiers of the Civil 
War. LAWTON Avenue, which honors the name of Major Henry W. 
LAWTON, is a silent reminder that Major LAWTON--who always 
considered Fort Wayne his home, and who rose to the heights 

in military fame--lost his life on Luzon where so many World 
War II lives have been lost. His grave is in Ft. Wayne. 

The inscription on the old iron bridge across the Maumee 
at Anthony Boulevard reminds us that the boulevard was once 
known as "Walton Avenue". A number of business houses located 
along thet street still retain the name "Walton". 

On a Plat recorded May 2, 1867, under the name of Frank A. 
STOPHLET, administrator, there is listed TAYLOR Street and 
BROADWAY AVENUE, with the first street north of TAYLOR desig- 
nated as CHERRY. The latter is now known as STOPHLET Street. 
The Stophlet name however, is connected with Ft. Wayne history 
as early as 1824 when Samuel STOPHLET served as one of the 
Collectors of Taxes. (The present CHERRY Street is in Nebraska). 

With each succeeding decade, the people wanted street 
improvements. Back in the 1840's property owners along Calhoun 
Street had petitioned for wooden sidewalk curbings on account 
ef the "lowness" of a considerable portion of the ground through 
which Calhoun passes, south of the Wabash and Erie Canal (later 
Nickel Plate Railway), saying the "conditions were almost im- 
passable for man or beast". Then in 1849 the Council ordered the 
commissioners to "drain the pond on each side of Clinton Street" 
(near the present Clinton and Berry intersection). 


The "Wild 70's" made their advent in Ft. Wayne with gaslights, 
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horse-drawn street cars and the free delivery of mail. The 
horse-drawn street cars operated on Calhoun from Main to Creigh- 
ton, and a branch on West Creighton from Calhoun to Fairfield; 
also a "stretch" on Wallace from Calhoun to Hanna. (Pg. 490 
Griswold). These extensions, it is said, reached a large area 

of land owned by those who were sufficiently interested in the 
railway property and transportation facilities, and added greatly 
to the development of these regions. The cars ran every twenty 
minutes. 

From descendents of a number of men who figured in the 
annals of the 70's we have learned the history of a number of 
present-day streets. BALTES Avenue was named for Michael BALTES, 
contractor and building supply dealer. In fact, Baltes and Mr.. 
Bond, banker, at one time owned approximately thirty-nine acres, 
at the present site of the Fort Wayne Filtration Plant. 

KINNAIRD Avenue bears the name of Alexander KINNAIRD, Scotch- 
man, who came here in the 60's and at one time owned approximately 
six hundred acres of land in the vicinity of Kinnaird Avenue. 

NUSSBAUM Avenue is named for Peter NUSSBAUM, who figured 
prominently in the era of the 70's. 

ABBOTT Street was named in November 1879, by Rosetta B. 
ABBOTT, who owned real estate in north east 1/4 sec. 18-30-13, 
Abbott Out Lots. (However, the name of William T. Abbott, is 
linked with the history of the 50's. He came here from Maine 
and became merchant, etna auditor and real estate dealer.) 

With respect to WINTER Street, here is an example of an 


addition taking its name from a street. Winter Street as well as 
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several other streets, was established by a City Ordinance 
passed April 25, 1876, naming the streets in HOUGH'S Out Lots. 
Winter's Addition was laid out in 1908. 

When Col. H. B. REED platted his south east 1/4, Feb. 1878, 
he named the center street REED. 

ECKART Street takes its name from Fred Eckart, founder of 
the Eckart Packing Plant. WEISSER Park Avenue, which acquired 
its name from the Park, was originally land owned by Manuel 
WEISSER, who established a tanning business. At the time the 
city purchased the land for a park, the street already bore the 
name of "Force" Street, but because of the confusion with the 
spelling of "Fourth" Street, was changed from Force to Weisser 
Park Avenue, according to Mr. Al. Krueper. 

Beginning with the illustrious Samuel Hanna and down 
through the years, men of the bar have been associated. with Fort 
Wayne's history and their names revered in the naming of city 
streets. ZOLLARS Avenue was named for Judge Allan Zollars, who 
settled here in 1866. FAY PLACE bears the name of Judge James A. 
FAY, whom Governor Baker appointed to be the first judge of the 
Allen County Criminal Court. WILDWOOD Avenue designates the name 
of Judge Lindley NINDE'S estate which later became a part of the 
present Lutheran Hospital. When the NINDE Family moved there it 
was practically a wilderness or "wildwood", which suggested the 
name. The name has also been retained in the present Wildwood 
Park and Wildwood Avenues. (Mr. Lee Ninde sees no apparent con- 
nection between the naming of Lindley Avenue and his father's 


given name.) 
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FOSTER PARKWAY West and East, the latter formerly known ag 
Boerger Avenue, take their name from Foster Park, which of course, 
was named for the Fosters, Samuel and David, who donated approxi- 
mately one hundred acres comprising a sizeable portion of the 
park. There is a monument to D. N. Foster in Swinney Park. 

By the time the 80's rolled around, meat wagons were 
trundling down the streets, every grocery store boasted an open 
pickel barrel, and the jewelers here were said to have "abandoned 
sun time in favor of railroad time". The population had increased 
to 26,880. 

Still other names were to appear in the City Directory - 
DALMAN, WEFEL, CENTLIVRE, JACOBS, etc. DALMAN Avenue today bears 
the name of John DALMAN, one-time County Treasurer, who owned 
land between Lafayette and Piqua, which he laid out into lots. 

Plat book records dated May 2, 1889, indicate that the heirs 
of John H. WEFEL, platted Wefel's Heirs! Addition, bounded on the 
west by Wefel, east by Barthold and south by High streets. 

JACOBS Avenue retains the family name of John H. Jacobs 
whose home was situated on "Jacob's Hill", north of Jacob's Avenue. 

According to a Plat recorded 9/17/89, covering land which 
lay between the Canal Feeder and Spy Run Avenue, close to the 
Centlivre Brewery, the first street north of State was platted 
EDNA Street. We have learned from Mr. Centlivre, that it was 
platted EDNA Street for Edna Reuss, granddaughter of C. L. 
Centlivre, founder of the brewery which was established in Civil 
War days. Centlivre Avenue has since become e continuation of 


State Street. 
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Mr. Krueper told me that STATE Street, or at least a section 
of it, was once called GRISWOLD. It was an unnamed country road 
when a mail carrier named Griswold had the route. There was 
confusion over directing mail to the residents on the road and 
Griswold appealed to Mr. C. F. Kettler, Superintendent of letter 
carriers, who said, "Why don't you call it GRISWOLD?" Later the 
name was changed to STATE Street which takes its name from the 
State School. The present GRISWOLD Street, according to Mr. 
Krueper, is named for Bert GRISWOLD, Fort Wayne historian. 

FENKER Street and ROUSSEAU Avenue are named respectively for 
Herman R. FENKER, former township trustee, and Ben ROUSSEAU, who 
promoted an addition off the Miller Road. 695144 

A street which should have been mentioned in much earlier 
annals is HUFFMAN Street. According to Plat Book 0, Pg. 69, 
William L. HUFFMAN made a plat of property in Bloomingdale. This 
property was west of the "Plank Road". 

LANTERNIER Street gains its name for August J. LANTERNIER, 
who in 1895--approximately 50 years ago--owned the entire biock 
(with the exception of 6 lots) bounded by Anthony,LANTERNIER, 
Simon and Winter Streets. 

FOX AVENUE, according to Miss Benita Fox, is named for 
August Fox, brother of Louis Fox. The homestead she reminded 
us, was at the corner of Fox and Walnut Avenues. 

Before proceeding from the "Gay 90's" into the "turn of 
the Century", we pause to recall that PHENIE Street was named 
for PHENIE MICHAEL (Mrs. Bales), who was a daughter of Herman 


MICHAEL from whence Michaels Street takes its name. Mr. Michaels 
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Was for years a Lincoln Life appraiser. Also from Mrs. Henry 
Ninde, who supplied this information, we learn that a daughter 
of the pioneer Rudisill family married Henry FREEMAN, for whom 
FREEMAN Street was named. Mr. Freeman was for years cashier at 
the First National Bank and the street was named by Howell 
ROCKHILL, who was a close friend to Mr. Freeman. 

When Howell ROCKHILL laid out the addition where the 
Rolling Mills located (Commerical Addition), he named three 
streets for his good friends Henry C. BERGHOFF - JUDGE JOHN 
MORRIS and Henry MONNING. Three other men, because of their 
connection with the Chamber of Commerce and the role each played 
in bringing the Rolling Mills to this city, were honored in 
having streets named for them in Commercial Addition, namely 
Frank CULBERTSON, Henry BEADELL and W.F.GRAETER. Upon the death 
of Judge MORRIS, the bar association eulogized him by the follow- 
ing Biblical verse: "Know ye not that there is a prince and a 
great man fallen today?" 

SIDNEY and LUMBARD Streets carry on the name of Sidney LUM- 
BARD, realtor and insurance man, whose father established the 
agency in 1863. 

BOLTZ Street acquired its name when Frederick C. BOLTZ laid 
out an addition north of the city. ROMY was given its name by 
R. L. Romy, Sr., who named IDA Avenue, also, for his daughter. 

VIRGINIA Street, which is one of the shortest streets in 
the City -~ less than a block long, located between Toledo and 
Wallace, is listed in the Lewis Addition, 7/21/1860, platted by 


Samuel Hanna, Pliny Hoagland, and R. E. Fleming, Commissioners. 
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Charles Street, which also appeared in the same plat, is no longer 
listed in the City Directory. 

Another street no longer listed is THOMAS Street, which is 
now a part of the present BOWSER AVENUE, which perpetuates the 
name of the founder of one of Fort Wayne's major industries. 

A study of several old Plats revealed that a "Pearl" Street 
was listed in the Plat of Rockhill's addition, 4/19/1939, and 
also appears listed on 6/19/1839 as having been in the "W part of 
Hanna's west of Calhoun". The same plats list LOCUST ALLEY (later 
Called Eureka, and again changed to CLAIR, its present name), and 
WATER Street (later changed to SUPERIOR). 

In endeavoring to trace the history of PEARL Street and 
MAIDEN LANE, I ran across a print of a very early map of New York's 
financial district and adjacent waterfront area, and noticed the 
following streets (in addition to Wall and Broadway) -- PEARL, 
MAIDEN LANE and DOCK Streets -~ and it occurred to me that possi- 
bly these New York Streets may have influenced the naming of 
similar streets here. A number of the prominent and influential 
men of their era visited New York from time to time. Mr. Scheiman 
says that before the Nickel Plate Railroad was established, its 
present right-of-way was the old canal. The street just north of 
Columbia faced the canal and since the docks for the packet boats 
were located there, it became known as DOCK Street. I might add 
that the Pearl Street in New York was considered second only to 
Wall in the early days, juet as Columbia Street here was the 
business center for many years, and Pearl the next street "over". 


Approximately 150 streets represent given names of men and 


{ 
. 
. 
; 
r 
a 


| ’ 


- a Fe . ’ ,¢@ 
ev : o 
t 
a —_ — > : - ? 
rw ‘ ee ~ . 
- rn Lt ‘ 7 ¢ 
4 . 
a 
. 
; ~} - wr 
; ‘ ‘ wa > n 
‘ ewe ; 
* » 
c é e © 
a re ' 
ee SS ae wis - > ‘ 
¢ * ’ 
. ~ ie 4 
« 
4 , ‘ Py = ‘ 
3 ‘ “7 ss ar 
@ X f =! 
- . ‘ A% ss a 
: . ‘ ve P ! a 
e r , 
= mes ' , d q » & ’ 
. 
. 
: + mm, “ e ee - 
£ t 
. * s 


a 


=385 


women. Many of the streets, undoubtedly were named for members 
of the early families, and are indicated on the early Plats. 
However, I have succeeded in learning the history of only a few 
of them. We will probably have to remain "in the dark" over the 
naming of such streets as "Corneille", "Henrietta", "Juliette", 
however, we know that CONSTANCE, CATHERINE and ELEANOR Streets 
were named by John Vesey for three nieces. John VESEY'S name 

is retained in the naming of VESEY Park in Irvington Addition, 
whereas VESEY Avenue, can be attributed to Judge W. J. VESEY, 
according to his daughter, Miss Margaret Vesey. 

It is not known to me for whom they were named, but one can 
safely say that royalty is represented in the naming of KING 
Street, QUEEN Street, PRINCE Street and WINDSOR Avenue. 

Two of the foremost flyers of their day -- BAER and 
LINDBERGH -- are honored with streets. 

Famous poets, writers and biographers represented include 
GREELEY (Horace Greeley), EMERSON (Ralph Waldo Emerson) and LOWELL 
(James Russell). 

At the present time eighteen streets bear States names-- 
several of them located in the Forest Park District. 

By actual count, twenty-four streets bear names similar to 
towns and cities elsewhere in the U.S., i.e., BROOKLYN, DALLAS, 
NORFOLK, etc., all of whose origin and history would very likely 
be as interesting as that of only two -- EUCLID and CLEVELAND -- 
cities which adjoin each other. EUCLID was a famous Greek 
mathematician and is the name chosen by surveyors in the party of 


Moses CLEVELAND, according to The AMERICANA. These cities in turn 
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were the inspiration for the naming of EUCLID Street and CLEVELAND 
Avenue. (A list of the streets named for States, Cities and Towns, 
is attached tothis manuscript). 

Al. Schaaf named CORNELL CIRCLE for his Alma Mater. 

Institutions of learning are the inspiration for the naming 
of all the streets in POINSATTE Park, as follows: PRINCETON, 

YALE, HARVARD, WELLSLEY, STANFORD, TRINITY, CAMBRIDGE and PURDUE-- 
only the latter two being paved to date. 

Not a few streets have taken on names reflecting their loca-~ 
tion, environment or the industrial life which built itself about 
the area: DIVISION, DOCK, DUCK, WESTMINISTER PLACE, COLLEGE, 
UNIVERSITY, STADIUM, CHURCH STREET, MANUFACTURERS AVENUE, KNITTERS 
AVE., ELECTRIC AVENUE, HARVESTER AVENUE, MECHANIC STREET, RAILROAD 
STREET, COMMERCE DRIVE, CEMETERY, etc. 

LUTHER Street, lying along the north side of Concordia College, 
was previously called Penn, having been changed in 1922. 

SUMMIT Street is suggestive of the name once applied to Ft. 
Wayne as "The Summit City”. 


It has been suggested to me that "Duck" Street may have acquir- 
ed its name from the fact that the ducks swam there whenever the 
water backed into the street due to the overflow of the river. 

Research discloses that numbers were first applied to three 
streets, Oct. 17, 1866, according to an old Plat, Schmitz addition 
to Mechanicsburg, laid out west of Calhoun as FIRST, SECOND and 


THIRD Streets and platted by I. M. WILT and Schmitz. (Wilt Street 


very likely was named for Mr. Wilt, or possibly by a descendent of 
his.) The Postal Guide today lists a FOURTH, FIFTH and SIXTH 
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Street, as well as TWENTY-FOURTH and TWENTY-FIFTH AVENUES. 

One would have to be pretty much of an old-timer to recall 
CHICAGO Street which lay between Calhoun and Fairfield, with 
houses on the north side of the street only, facing the railroad-- 
a street now also extinct. 

Similarity of street names is confusing, especially since 
we have about a dozen instances here, such as CLAIR and CLARA 
AVENUE, MARY STREET and ST. MARY'S, ANTOINETTE and ANNETE, etc. 

I have followed the Ft. Wayne National Bank's Postal Guide 
of the City of Fort Wayne and territory, and have made no attempt 
to include all roads; however, there is a legend attached to 
DEVIL'S HOLLOW ROAD. According to Mr. Klaehn, the farmers who 
Grove through there in the spring of the year would find it to 
be very muddy and consequently would "swear like the very Devil". 

BUETER Avenue bears the name of a family which traces its 
coming here to B. H. BUETER in the year 1848 and the name properly 
belongs in the annals of that era. It is out near the Bueter 
homestead, on a portion of the original farm, that a name associ- 


ated with the present era has sprung up - namely TRAILER HAVEN, 


the mailing address of those who live in trailers. 

Several people were under the impression the HENSCH Street 
was named for Judge Hensh, and although he was a venerable gentle- 
man, who left us an excellent bit of philosophy, namely: “Of 
course, I don't really believe any Church better than another. 

But I am a Presbyterian and there is something about the Presby- 
terian Church that goes with a clean shirt, education and minding 


your own business" (from an interview with Bessie Roberts, 12/7/29, 
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clipping on file at the Public Library) -- the street was not 
named for him. 

Mr. William Link, a nephew of Judge Hensh, called attention 
to the difference in the spelling of the name, and added that the 
HENSCH name bears some connection with the Beck family who laid 
out Beck's Addition in Bloomingdale. 

How many people know that SOUTH WAYNE AVENUE gained its name 
from the Town of SOUTH WAYNE, once a separate corporation with 
Creighton Avenue as its north boundary, and the town hall located 
at the corner of Lincoln and Indiana Avenues? 

RIEDEL PLACE gained its name from Mr. Riedel, prominent 
architect. 

COLEMAN Street was so named by the realtors, for Mr. and Mrs. 
Sylvester Coleman, who were the first to build on a lot in 
"Crestholme" addition in 1917. 

ELMHURST was the name chosen by Mrs. Emma Adams Fitch, about 
25 years ago at the time the 88 acres were sub-divided. (Mrs. 
Fitch is now 97.) 

KIRKWOOD Drive was laid out by Frank Fisher for Will Jones, 
end given the name of KIRKWOOD, Mrs. Jones! maiden name. 

Seventy-six streets were given new names or re-christened in 
1929 (according to a N-S clipping dated 6/12/29, on file at the 
Public Library). This was the culmination of many months tedious 
work on the part of the council. Actually, at one time during the 
proceedings, a proposal was made to change all street names to 
numbers to conform to the Salt Lake City Plan. To my way of 


thinking, this would have blotted out all knowledge and memory 
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ef the foremost families of their day and of the founding fathers, 
who laid the civic, religious and business foundations of our 
city. 

I have not recorded all these changes, but just to mention 
a few: EDSALL Street became UNION; WALLACE STREET, in order to 
become one continuous street, took in Jones, Herndon, Hamilton 
and Highland Streets; WILDWOOD caused Lukens, Marshall, Lambert 
Drive, and Clifton Avenues to pass from the scene, so far as 
names were concerned. | 

The Engineer's Office has a complete card index record as 
to the platting of streets, their former and present names, which 
revealed that as recently as 10 years ago, a portion of Berry, 
which extended from Harmar Street to Anthony Boulevard, was 
called ERIE Street. Within the last year or two GUMPPER Avenue 
has been changed to OAKDALE, so that the continuation of the 
same street may bear the same name. 

A century ago we were inclined to name streets for families 
or personalities in the National limelight--however, in the 
1900's, a realtor frequently sought names which had specific 


Sales appeal. 


English names are reflected in several of our street names, 
especially when James Peddicord chose to name KENSINGTON and 
PEMBERTON, and Al. Schaaf chose DRURY LANE and PEMBROKE LANE in 
Southwood Park. He also chose the names SEMINOLE CIRCLE (an old 
Indian name) for the "inside circle" and RADIAL LANE for "the 
connection". FLEETWOOD is also an English name; in fact, a 
soldier under CROMWELL (we also have a CROMWELL Street in Fort 
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Wayne) bore that name, and a town in England is named FLEETWOOD. 
Incidentally, CORNELL CIRCLE, SEMINOLE CIRCLE, RADIALL Lane, are 
described as being a part of the old Moellering brickyard. 

Rivers and waterways influenced the naming of a group of 
streets, such as LAKE AVENUE, CANAL STREET, BROOKSIDE, etc. 

The names of five of the Great Lakes - HURON, ONTARIO, ERIE 
(later changed), MICHIGAN and SUPERIOR, were applied to our 
streets. 

A history of Fort Wayne streets would not be complete with- 
out mentioning the newly improved Clinton Street, completed 
July 25, 1937, at a cost of nearly a million dollars (NS files 
8/3/1937), and was the result of fourteen years’ effort on the 
part of the Clinton Street Association, organized in 1923. 

Approximately seventy streets are named for trees -- or at 
least trees have been the motivating theme -- such as OAK, HICKORY, 
FAIROAK, ELMROW, etc. (See Ref.) 

A portion of POPLAR Street as we now know it, was once called 
Duryee. FOREST PARK BLVD. was given its name by Louis Curdes, 
prominent realtor, and the family name is also carried on in 
CURDES AVENUE. If you will pardon a personal inference, WHITE 
OAK DRIVE -- just west of the Catholic Seminary, is located along 
the acres which were a part of my father's farm, and I can well 
remember the predominance of beautiful white oak trees, which 
suggested the name for the subsequent Drive. 

ARCADIA COURT, OAKWOOD AVENUE, OAKDALE DRIVE, ENGLEWOOD 
COURT, SHERWOOD, CRESTWOOD, WESTOVER ROAD, were so named by Mr. Al. 
Schaaf. HARRISON BOULEVARD (the continuation of Harrison Street) 
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was named by Mrs. Schaaf. (Virgin timber, court effects, etc., 
suggested names to Mr. Schaaf.) 

PRANGE DRIVE and KORTE LANE are family names retained when 
their farms were taken over and platted. BRANNING AVENUE was a 
part of the Ernest H. Branning farm, and later platted by Henry 
E. Branning, Sr., HOFER AVENUE retains the name of Theobald 
HOFER, father of A. K. Hofer, surveyor. BEGUE Street which lies 
between E. Wayne and the N. Y. C. & St. Louis R. R., (1 east of 
Harmar) retains the name of a prominent contractor named Begue. 
The old homestead was located at Wayne and Begue Streets. 

THIEME DRIVE was named in honor of Mr. Theodore F. Thieme, 
founder of the present Wayne Knitting Mills, who was born in 
Fort Wayne in 1858. About thirty years ago he improved a section 
of river bank, by removing the brush and rubble which littered 
the bank, and had tons of dirt brought in to form a tiny park, 
to which he also added a concrete retaining wall. When this was 
accomplished the City finished the stretch to Swinney Park. To- 
day there are ten homes along this Drive, from W. Main southwest 
to the ten hundred block of West Washington Blvd., on the south 
bank of the St. Mary's River. 

While I do not have authentic information on the naming of 
MORTON and HENDRICKS Street, it is a fact that three Indiana 
Governors bore these names. OLIVER P. MORTON was Indiana Governor, 
1866-1872, and was the honored guest at the State Fair held here 
in 1865. It was William HENDRICKS, Governor from 1822-25, who 
appointed Allen Hamilton to the Office of Sheriff of Allen County 


in 1824. (Thomas Hendricks governed Indiana in 1872, but Hendricks 
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Street had been named somewhat prior to that time.) And so these 
streets mey or may not have been named in honor of the Governors. 

RANDALL Road bears the name of Perry A. Randall (father of 
Mrs. Harry Culbertson). A life-size portrait bust of Perry A. 
Randall, was erected in Swinney Park in 1916, to commemorate a 
life-time of useful service to the community. People in all 
Walks of life contributed to the fund to honor the man who had 
been their friend. 

"C" Street is all that remains of three little streets once 
Called "A", "BY, and "C4. They were little "jogs" south of Wayne 
Trace in the vicinity of Seiling's "First and Last Place". "a" 
and "B" lost their existence to the encroachment of business. 

Many of us have wondered why GAY Street and the "Gay Street 
Bridge" were so named. One of the explanations for the name was 
recently unearthed by Miss Mabel Holland, School Supervisor, who 
Was preparing a paper on the subject of the HANNA (later known 
as HAYDEN) Homestead. The story is that the bridge once marked 
a train stop, where fashionable and intellectual passengers -- 
frequently from Washington or New York -- would alight to be 
conveyed by carriages to the Hanna home. Because of the many 
"“eay" groups which traveled back and forth, the street acquired 
the name GAY Street and the bridge became known as “the Gay Street 
bridge". 

Our historic past comprises a valuable heritage and it is 
particularly gratifying to me that there has been a definite trend 
recently toward delving into early history, especially since our 


few remaining landmarks are rapidly disappearing and the span of 
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time between our first settlers and their living descendents, grows 
further apart. Just think how many of the "old-timers" have passed 
away in the last thirty years, who were living at the time Bert 
Griswold wrote his excellent history of Fort Wayne. 

I regret that the names of many prominent "old-timers" - - 
PELTIER .. . Captain BARNETT ... Sol. BAYLESS .. . Ohmig BIRD 
(just to recall a few) -~ are not perpetuated in the names of 
streets. Ohmig BIRD, who served as United States Senator, and who 
lived on Main Street, was influential in getting the Erie Canal 
through Ft. Wayne. In each succeeding decade, useful and civic- 
minded men have walked our City streets and helped to make this 
community what it is today. 

Although one must experience a sigh of regret at the passing 
of old landmarks, one cannot help being proud of the progress the 
city has made, although our downtown streets may have been laid a 
bit "askew", (to give one an idea of the variation of the streets 
away from "true" north, if HOAGLAND Avenue, for example, were 
projected north across the St. Mary's River, it would "hit" 
Harrison, one block east of Cass) many of the streets in the 
residential section winding and irregular due to the fact that 
originally many of them had once been Indian paths and trails, and 
John Jacob Astor's prediction that "Street pavements will of course, 
be smooth and easily cleaned--asphalt, bituminous macadam, or sheet 
steel"* has only been realized in part. 

So here I pause, with literally hundreds of streets and 
hundreds of men unmentioned -- streets and men whose histories are 


* Sullivan's "Turn of the Century", Vol. I, pg. 369. 
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interwoven with the past, yes, and the present. The early settlers 
laid out the paths and streets which formed our "uptown" area, and 
soon the mercantile houses, the churches, schools and the homes of 
the "well-to-do" families with "uptown" connections were clustered 
within a stone's-throw of each other. Within their life-time they 
saw the canal, which they had built and about which they were so 
enthusiastic, disappear from the scene, just as we, during thirty 
years of our lifetime saw the interurbans come into existence, 
spread into a wide transportation network, and also pass out of 

the picture. 

They built the first railroad, and through the years Fort 
Wayne developed into a strategic railway center. Now busses and 
trucks, in part, supplant the railways. Miles of Federal and 
State Highways carry passengers and cargoes of merchandise. Now 
the airplane! Eight thousand miles -- Guam to Washington -- Non- 
stop. 

Today we stand just across the threshold of the Atomic Age. 
What a panorama! How impossible it was for those early stalwarts 
to foresee that the so-called "“up-town" area, with its narrow 
streets -- somewhat askew -- would now be the "downtown" area, 
and that within the short span of one hundred twenty years Fort 
Wayne would grow as it has. They couldn't possibly dream of the 
things that have come to pass. 

But we have more responsibility for Fort Wayne's future than 
they had. Because, we can be guided by the light which shines 
from the swiftly-moving development during the past one hundred 
years. (Interpolation: Call attention to important pending civic 
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improvements, such as track elevation or rerouting, river im- 
provement and flood prevention, airports, etc., and the importance 
of making extremely long-range plans for the benefit of the city 
centuries hence.) 

Thus we see that our plans, insofar as WISDOM, IMAGINATION 
and VISION permit, should be made not for today or tomorrow, but 
for centuries hence, go that in the words of Ruskin, we can say: 


"When we build, let us think that we build forever. Let it 
be not for present delight nor for present use alone. Let it be 
such work as our descendents will thank us for, and let us think, 
as we lay stone on stone, that a time is to come when those stones 
will be held sacred because our hands have touched them, and that 
men will say as they look upon the labor and wrought substance of 
then, 

'See! This our fathers did for us!". 
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This is a copy of the list of names on the original subscrip- 
tion list for the bond purchases of the G.R. and I. Railroad, made 
ms 1867, the original of which is at The Peoples Trust and Savings 

ompany. 


S. F. Hanna 

C. D. Bond 

S. B. Bond 

Henry J. Rudisill 

John McDougal 

Wm. Fleming 

Meyer Brothers Company 
Townley DeWald Bond Company 
Root and Company 
Huestis and Hamilton 
John Hough 

§. Cary Evans 

John W. Miller 

Clark and Rhinesmith 
H. McKinnie 

George W. Ewing 

| P. Hoagland 

| Thos. W. Swinney 

J. L. Williams 

: Joseph K. Edgerton 

: Hugh Hanna 

Charles Hanna 

Eliza Hanna 

Wm. Willis Hanna 

Bass and Hanna 

J. and G W. Brackenridge 
Morgan and Beach 
Estate of Allen Hamilton 
Holmes and Pfeiffer 

R. E. Fleming 

O. Bird 

B. W. Oakley 

French Hanna and Co., 
Henry Baker 

A. -D.. Brandriff 

B. Trentman 

Clark and Dunne 
Woodward and Young 
John Orff 

O. A. Simons 

Ae Meyer and H. Manning 
Worden and Morris 

R. Brackenridge 

Miller and Moritz 
Cochrane Humphrey & Co., 
J. D. Nuttman 

Hugh McKee and Co., 

Ae J. Emrick 

Siemon Brothers Co. 

C. McCulloch 

A. G@ Olds and Son 
Jacob Foellinger 

Je K. Edgerton 

S. F. Hanna 
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What Wallace A. Brice says in his "History of Fort 


Wayne", relative to the Portage: 


"Phe PORTAGE that made Fort Wayne. The story of the begin- 
nings of the City of Fort Wayne is the record of the most famous 
portage in America, ... the mere mention of it brings to our 
imagination the phantom pageant of the explorer and the adventur- 
er, the black-robed Jesuit father, and the bloodthirsty savage, 
the French and English soldier, and the trader and pioneer, who 
fade once again into the past as memory fails and we awaken to 
the reality of things as they are... 


"”, portage, or ‘carrying place', is a pathway between two 
rivers .. . In the days when the inland lakes and rivers formed 
the highway of travel between distant points, it was a fortunate 
discovery to find a carrying place where the voyager could draw 
his canoe ashore, lift it to his shoulders, and take it toa 
near-by stream, there to launch it and continue on his way. The 
Indian tribe which controlled such a carrying place held a strong 
Claim over its enemies in war and trade. The savages understood 
this and contended for it just as the whites who came upon the 
scene .. . struggled for a century to control the portage which 
marks the site of Fort Wayne." 
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THE BRIDGE BUILDER 


An old man going a lone highway 

Came in the evening cold and gray 

To a chasm vast and deep and wide. 

The old man crossed in the twilight din, 
The sullen stream had no fears for hin, 
But he stopped when safe on the other side 
And built a bridge to span the tide. 


"Qld man," said a fellow pilgrim near, 

"You are wasting your strength with building here; 
Your journey will end with the ending day, 

You never again will pass this way, 

You've crossed the chasm deep and wide, 

Why build you this bridge at evening tide?" 


The builder, lifted his old gray head, 

"Good friend, in the path I have come," he said, 
"There followeth after me today 

A youth whose feet must pass this Way. 

This chasm which has been as naught to me 

To thet fair-haired youth might a pitfall be. 
He, too, must cross in the twilight din, 

Good friend, I am building the bridge for him". 


-~ Will Allen Dromgoole -~ 
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STREETS WHICH 
BEAR SIMILAR 
AMES: 


Canal Street 
Canal Terrace 


Center Street 
Central Drive 


Clair Avenue 
Clara Avenue 


Corneille St. 
Cornell Circle 


Dunn Ave., 
Dunnwood Dr. 


Fairfield Avenue 
Fairfield View Place 
Fairview 


Forest Avenue 
Forest Hill 
Forest Park 


Grand St. 
Grant Ave. 


Annetta 
Antoinette 


Idlewilde Summits 
Idlewilde Terrace 


Mary St. 
St. Mary's 


Swinney Court 
Swinney Park Place 


Brackenridge Court 
Brackenridge Street 


Prairiegrove Ave. 
Prairiegrove Dr. 
Prairieview Ave. 


Richards St., 
Richardson St., 


Southern Court 
Southern Street 


West Drive 
Westbrook Drive 


STREETS STREETS NAMED 
WHICH BEAR CITIES & TOWNS 
STATE IN THE U.S. 
NAMES 
Alabama Brooklyn 
Arizona Dallas 
California Dayton 
Delaware Detroit 
Florida Cleveland 
Illinois Euclid 
Indiana Goshen 
Kansas Huron 
Kentucky Indianapolis 
Michigan La Gro 
Nevada Lansing 
Ohio Marquette 
Pennsylvania New Haven 
Tennessee Newport 
Texas Norfolk 
Vermont Pasadena 
Virginia Pittsburgh 
Washington* Plymouth 
Tacoma 
and/or President Toledo 
Winchester 
Warren 
Warsaw 
Wilmette 


RIVERS & WATERWAYS INFLUENCED NAMING OF 
STREETS 


St. Joe Blvd. ) 
St. Mary's Ave.) From rivers of similar name 
Maumee Avenue 


Rivermet - street deadends at St.Joe Blvd. 

Edgewater Avenue - for the edge of water 

Lake Avenue —- because of the artificial lake 

Delta Blvd. for Delta Lake in Lakeside 

East and West Brook Drives - they border 
prooks 

Riverside Ave. 

Canal Street 

Canal Terrace 

Basin Street - because of old canal basin 

Broadripple Drive 

Brook 

Brookside 

Edgebrook Drive 

North River Road 

Shadybrook Drive 

Riverview Drive 

Rivers Road 

River Street 
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THE STREETS AS THEY APPEAR LISTED IN THE FIRST 
CITY GUIDE, VOL.I, 1858-59 


BARR south from Duck to Lewis next east of Clinton 

BASS, from Fairfield Ave. east to Hoagland next north of Colerick 

BERRY, east from Rockhill to Canal next north of Wayne 

BROADWAY, from Canal to Bluffton Plank Road next West of Fulton 

CALHOUN, south from River to Piqua Road, between Harrison and 
Clinton 

CANAL, from Clay to Monroe north of Berry 

CASS, south from river to Berry between Ewing and Maiden Lane 
(so. of river), 

CLAY, south from Canal to Lewis between Lafayette and Monroe 

CLINTON, south from DUCK to Lewis, next east of Calhoun 

COLERICK, from Fairfield Ave. east to Hoagland next south of Bass 

COLLEGE, south from Washington next east of Nelson 

COLUMBIA NO.1, from Harrison east to Lafayette next north of Main 

COLUMBIA NO.2, from Fulton east north of Canal 

COURT, from Main to Berry between Calhoun and Clinton 

DUCK, from Calhoun east to River next north of Water 

EDSALL, from Berry to Main next west of Jackson 

EWING, from River south between Griffith and Cass 

FRANCIS, south from Canal to Lewis next east of Hanna 

FULTON, from River south between Griffith and Broadway 

GARDEN, from Washington south next west of Nelson 

GRIFFITH, from river south between Ewing and Fulton* 

HANNA, south from Canal to corporation line next east of Monroe 

HARMER, south from Canal to corporation line next east of Francis 

HARRISON, from river south next west of Calhoun 

HOOD, from Pritchard south to R.R. next east of West* 

JACKSON, from Canal to corporation line next west of Van Buren 

JEFFERSON, east from corporation line to Harmer next south of 
Washington 

LAFAYETTE, south from river to corporation line next east of Barr 

LEWIS, from Ewing east next south of Madison and Jefferson 

MADISON, east from Barr to Harmer between Washington and Jefferson 

MAIDEN LANE, south from Canal to Berry between Cass and Harrison 

MAIN, east from river to Canal next north of Berry 

MONROE, from Canal south to Lewis between Hanna and Clay 

NELSON, south from Washington between Garden and College 

NIRDLINGER, west from Bluffton Plank Road, next south of Wall* 

PEARL, from Fulton east between Main and Canal 

PRITCHARD , from Broadway west next north of P.Ft.W. and Chicago 
R.R. 

ROCKHILL, from Washington to Main next west of Union 

UNION, from corporation line to Berry next west of Jackson 

VAN BUREN, from Canal to corporation line next west of Broadway 

WALL, west from Bluffton Plank Road next south of P., Ft.W. and 
Chicago R. R. 

WASHINGTON, east from corporation line to Harmer next north of 
Jefferson 

WATER, from Ewing east to river next north of Columbia 

WAYNE, east from Rockhill to Harmer next north of Wash'g'n. 

WEBSTER, from Berry south to corporation line between Ewing 
and Harrison 

WEST, from Pritchard south to R.R. next west of Hood* 

WILT, from Nelson east next south of Jefferson 


FOREGOING IS A LIST OF THE STREETS IN THE FIRST CITY GUIDE 
VOL.I, 1858-59. 


* These streets are no longer Ft. Wayne street names. 
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